LOVE AND DIVERSITY

Response on Sexual Orientation
Highland Avenue Church of the Brethren, Elgin, lllinois

Introduction

After a caeful discernment jcess the conggation
approved two statements that egps its thinking and convic
tions on sexual orientation. Theyeaintended to guide our
actions and to let those outside our cargation know who we
are. \\& worked to find a way to affirm the deep déferes in
the congegation and to honor the sing majority position.

Theefore, we appoved two statements. The first affirms the
range of diffeence and agiement and pledges us to stay in fel
lowship and dialogue with one anoth&e second commits us to
welcome and include those with a diéfersexual orientation and
invites futher dialogue with the goal of éaking down barers.

DIFFERENCES, AGREEMENTS,
AND COMMON GROUND

Approved May 22, 2005 in Congregational Business Meeting

We are a diverse congregation that is called to be a loving and
compassionate churcWe seek to love each other whether we
agree or notWe accept all persons as fully valued individuals.

Understanding of Scripture

We take the Bible and especially the N&astament as our
guide for faith and practic®Ve acknowledge that we are not of
one mind regarding what scripture does and does nobeaye
would call for us to find and adhere to scripture's literal mean
ing. Others would ask us to interpret scriptures in cultural con
text. We pledge to remain in good fellowship with members and
participants in both these positions and with those in between.
We agree to take scripture seriously and learn from it together



Understanding of Sexuality

We believe that human sexuality is a gift from Gak. are not

of one mind on how our human sexuality may be expressed,
particularly when it is oriented toward someone of the same
sex. Some believe that same-sex orientation is not the original
plan of God and that its expression is prohibited. Others believe
it is given by God and can be lovingly expresa¥d.pledge to
remain in good fellowship with members and participants in
these diferent positions and with those in between and te con
tinue to seek new lightMe agree that we are called in all our
relationships to love and respect and never to use or abuse the
other person.

Evangelism and Acceptance

We believe that we are called to accept all persons who want to
participate in and join our congregation and to help them find
Christ's grace and a new and stronger relationship with God.
We commit ourselves to make everyone feel fully welcomed
and accepted/Ve will accept all persons and learn from each
other even when others have views we cannot wholly agree
with or a sexual orientation d#rent from our ownWe recog

nize that we do not always agree in our deep convictions of
right and wrongWe will try to love one another before we
judge.We will not allow one aspect of an individual to cause us
to hurt or reject the whole persaie will make a special ffrt

to reach out to and accept any other member who makes us
uncomfortableWe agree to be in open dialogue with those we
may have trouble agreeing with or accepting and to commit
ourselves to learn and seek new light together

Social Justice and Human Rights

We believe that God's love in Christ calls us to follow Jesus'
example of standing with those who are rejected andinsds
ized in our societyOur members work for peace and social jus
tice in different ways and with dérent levels of intensityVe
agree to respect each individual consciei¢e.also agree to

reject violence and injustice in all formA/e pledge to oppose
hate and discrimination against people of same-sex orientation.

Connection with the Larger Church

In Church of the Brethren polity individual members receive
guidance on faith and practice from the congregational business
meeting, the district conference, afwdnual ConferencéAt the
same time these decisions in the congregational business meeting,
the district, andAnnual Conference are made by the individual
membersThus there is a delicate interplay between individual
conscience and the will of the bodi/e pledge as individuals and

as a congregation to take the counsdérmiual Conference, dis

trict conference, and our own congregational business meeting
with great seriousness, to hold each individual conscience in great
respect, and to arrive at and enact our decisions with love and
care.We recognize that situations may arise where individual
members might find their conscience in opposition to the cengre
gational business meeting, district conference,Aanual
Conference\We also recognize that situations may arise where our
congregation might find itself in opposition to district conference
or Annual Conferencé&Vhen we find any member or group with

in the congregation, district, or denomination in conflict with any
other we pledge to show love rather than to force compliance or
push for separatioMVe promise to work to bring us all closer to
one another in the congregation and closer to the denomination.

Good Decision-Making

We afirm in a diverse congregation that the way decisions are
made is important for building up the body and avoiding division.
We commit ourselves to stand together as we encourage one
another to seek the mind of Chrise commit ourselves to search
our minds and hearts carefully and to give one another ample
opportunity to speakWe pledge to listen respectfully to one
anotherWe promise to respect tifent opinions and convictions.
When there are matters where we are not of one mind, we pledge
ourselves to let the Holy Spirit draw us together to be of one heart.



STATEMENT OF INCLUSION
REGARDING SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Approved September 25, 2005 in Congregational Business Meeting

We are a congregation of believers called to live in loving rela
tionships.We afirm our connection to one anothdo the
Church of the Brethren, to the dgr church of Christ, and to all
humanity

We seek to walk in the footsteps of Jesus Chiistbelieve that
every human being is a beloved child of Gk treasure the
presence and gifts of each person regardless of age, gender
marital status, sexual orientation, race, or ethnidigywe wel

come persons with homosexual orientation, we know this will
be difiicult to accept for some in our congregation and in the
larger church.

Further we believe that persons with homosexual orientation
have been blessed with gifts for ministry and leadership.
Recognizing the guidance of God's SpiriActs 15, where the
universality of the Gospel isfained, we embrace what God
has blessed.

Together we seek to break down the barriers that divide people
and share our love of God and neighbor with the wdohd.
believe the matter of sexual orientation deeply divides
Christians.We wish to bridge this gaple invite Christians
everywhere to engage in further study and discernment.

These two statementsegoublic documents and may be used
by members and gups in the conggation as any othe
congregationally appoved statement would be used—in the
wisdom and spirit with which they veeformed.
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